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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------~
96-704 August 9, 1979 Washington, D.C.
FARMING THE OCEANS. To improv~ our efforts to farm the oceans and provide a
bountiful supply of protein-rich food, I have cosponsored and strongly supported
vital legislation which promotes increased commercial aquaculture.
H.R. 20, the National Aquaculture Act of 1979, underscores the importance of
aquaculture and facilitates the development of this important industry. The bill
will provide a boost to the American economy.
Domestic aquaculture production has the potential for significant growth. The
U.S. presently imports more than 50 percent of its seafood, and this dependence on
imports adversely affects the national balance of payments. In addition, aquaculture
has the potential to meet America's future food needs and contribute to the solution
of world food shortages.
The legislation calls for the development of a national policy on aquaculture.
It provides for studies to investigate the need for additional financial programs
without offering major new government subsidies such as loan guarantees and insurance
programs unless and until a clear need for them has been established.
Two House Agriculture Subcommittees, including my subcommittee, held joint
hearings in June on the aquaculture bill. The Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee
on which I serve is also considering the measure. Since this is a tandem action some
differences have to be resolved, but the bill should be ready for floor action in
September. The Administration has recognized the importance of aquaculture and
indicated its support.
* * *
UNNECESSARY REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS. In July, I introduced H.R. 4844, a bill to
amend the Plant Quarantine Act of 1912. This bill is designed to eliminate
unnecessary regulatory requirements which characterize the federal bureaucracy.
The 1912 act requires that a public hearing be held before a regulation can be
declared prohibiting the entry into the .U.S. plants believed to be carriers of
plant diseases or injurious insects. My bill would not deny the public opportun-
ities for participation in the rule making process but would merely eliminate an
unnecessary and costly regulatory requirement. And public response has· been limited
in relation to the costs to hold these hearings.
Public participation can be achieved more efficiently by publication in the
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Federal Register in accordance with the requirements of the Administrative Procedure
Act of 1966.
This is the kind of close scrutiny that Congress should give to all federal
regulations and programs. If we could seriously address these complex issues
in an orderly and statesman like manner we could return our country to a policy
of fiscal responsibility.
* * *
FUNDS FOR SOUTH TEXAS. On August 1, the House passed the Interior Appropriations
Bill, which included funds for expanding the wildlife refuge in the Lower Rio Grande
Valley.
The Fish and Wildlife Service began buying land for the refuge last year. The
service only negotiates with landowners who want to sell. ThiS is important. No
one is forced off their lands.
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission was involved early in the planning
stages, and supports this effort to preserve 15,000 acres of brush lands between
Falcon Dam and Brm,nsville.
* * *
HOLDING PATTERN. As Congress apprcaches its August recess, it gives us a chance
to step back and see what we have accomplished. This session was more of a bolding
pattern than a time of new initiatives. We focused on oversight of existing programs
and agencies, with fewer new pieces of legislation.
An overwhelming majority of Americans are fed up with government solutions.
They feel government spending is not giVing them real value for their tax dollars.
This session was certainly a step in the right direction.
During the August recess, I will attend legislative meetings and talk with the
people in the 15th District. I hope to visit with you to find out your Concerns and
prob lems.
While I'm home helping South Texans, my Washington staff, which I consider to
be one of the best on Capitol Hill, will be responsible for protecting the district's
interests. We will have a staff on hand to answer telephones and keep the work
moving from 7:00 A.M. until late at night, Monday-Friday and until 5:00 P.M. on
Saturday. My office is in good hands, if you need assistance in Washington, while
I'm visiting communities throughout the 15th District to provide the best insight-
into your personal interests and concerns.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME this week were Rev Louis Brum of Brownsville; Robert Solis of
Harlingen; Mr & Mrs Loren Andis of Mission; and Mr & Mrs J M Murphy of Santa Rosa.
* * *
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